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Ever since the first CIOs ditched their pocket protectors and shrugged into their executive suits, they’ve yearned for parity with the enterprise’s other business executives. Now, as the business asks CIOs to come up with new ways to make money and not just save it, that day has finally dawned.Exciting times. As Executive Editor Christopher Koch
writes in “The Postmodern Manifesto” (Page 50), “CIOs will need to transform themselves into innovation leaders, not merely infrastructure stewards, and they will have to remake their departments in that image.”This is heady, absorbing stuff—innovating, remaking departments, rearchitecting the enterprise, reinventing the CIO role—but in all the
excitement, CIOs need to remember that these changes may not be all that much fun for their IT staff. As New York Life CIO Judith Campbell told Koch, “Moving to the innovation group isn’t a natural career path for many [IT] people. They tend to like technology more than they like processes.” But focusing on business processes, on improving,
enhancing and streamlining them, is becoming IT’s number-one job. As Dow Chemical CIO David Kepler says, IT has to “be allied with the company first and technology second.”What happens to the people who find the part of their jobs that they like best—programming, for example—outsourced in order to free them up to do process, or tacit work
(the new buzzword)? The CIO knows this change is good for IT and good for the business, but the truth is, it may not be good for the individual.Change is hard. People get hurt. And then they leave. As Koch writes, “CIOs will need all the leadership skills they can muster to manage this shift without driving their most experienced people away.”What a
leader needs to be able to do in this environment is to help his people understand where all this change is leading and, most importantly, how they fit in. In doing so, as Executive Coach columnist Susan Cramm suggests in “The Worst Job in IT” (Page 30), a CIO “can add meaning and context to [his employee’s daily] work.” Without doing that, without
providing his or her employees with that meaning and context, a CIO may discover that when he yells, “Charge!” and begins dashing up Transformation Hill, no one will be following him. Alien abduction stories have spread widely over the last hundred years, though they did not truly hit their stride until the 1961 Barney and Betty Hill abduction.
Some abductees report their abductions as warm, pleasant experiences with intense psychic contact. Other abductees have reported that aliens conducted scientific experiments or operations on their unwilling patients. How can these vastly different experiences be explained? After the Hill abduction, investigators collected more and more accounts,
usually, though not always, elicited through hypnosis. In most cases witnesses told of seeing a UFO or even humanoid beings, then suffering amnesia for a period of anywhere from a few minutes to a few hours. Some witnesses claimed repeated experiences that started when they were children. The clear implication was that UFO beings (typically
described in these instances as little gray humanoids with oversize heads, slanted eyes, two holes for a nose, and a slit for a mouth) had a long-term interest in certain human beings. Some abductees even reported that the abductors had put small implants -- usually said to be tiny balls inserted through the nose and (apparently) into the brain via a
long needle-inside their bodies. In time new and even more unsettling dimensions to the abduction experience came to light. Some female abductees reported sexual experiences followed by pregnancies that would be terminated in a follow-up abduction some months later. During later abductions the UFO entities would show the women strangelooking children, apparently human/alien hybrids, whom they would sense were their own. Not surprisingly, such reports gave rise to furious controversy. Even many ufologists rejected them, preferring, in common with UFO skeptics, to believe "abductions" were fantasies generated by the process of hypnosis itself. Contrary to popular
understanding, hypnosis is no royal road to the truth. Hypnotic subjects are in a highly suggestible state and may seek to please the hypnotist. Thus, if the hypnotist asks leading questions, the subject will be led to provide the desired answers. Moreover, purely imaginary events can seem real under hypnosis (confabulation), as testified to in the
phenomenon of "past lives" recounted while in a hypnotic state. To test the confabulation hypothesis, folklorist Thomas E. Bullard collected all available abduction accounts. He found that as many as one-third of the informants had full conscious recall of their experiences and had never resorted to hypnosis to elicit the details. These non-hypnotic
reports proved identical in all significant particulars to those told under hypnosis. Bullard also learned that the identity of the individual hypnotist made no difference. The stories remained consistent down to details that even those most familiar with the phenomenon had failed to notice. In short, Bullard concluded, whatever its ultimate cause, the
abduction phenomenon was not the product of hypnosis. "The skeptical argument needs rebuilding from the ground up," he wrote. A growing number of mental-health professionals have conducted their own investigations of the abduction phenomenon. In the early 1980s psychological testing of a small group of abductees in New York indicated that
they suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Dr. Elizabeth Slater, a psychologist with a private practice in New York City, remarked that these findings are "not inconsistent with the possibility that reported UFO abductions have, in fact, occurred." Other studies since then have come to similar conclusions, and the scientific investigation
of the abduction phenomenon continues.  If you are a resident alien, the rules for filing income, estate, and gift tax returns and paying estimated tax are generally the same whether you are in the United States or abroad. Your worldwide income is subject to U.S. income tax the same way as a U.S. citizen. You are a resident alien of the United States
for tax purposes if you meet either the green card test or the substantial presence test for the calendar year. In some cases, aliens can choose to be treated as U.S. resident aliens. For example, if, at the end of the tax year, you are a resident alien and your spouse is a nonresident alien, the two of you can choose to treat the nonresident alien spouse as
a U.S. resident alien and file Form 1040 using the filing status married filing jointly. Tax Treatment of Resident Alien If you are a U.S. resident alien, you use the same forms and mailing addresses as U.S. citizens. You can use the same filing statuses available to U.S. citizens. You can claim the same deductions allowed to U.S. citizens if you are a
resident alien for the entire tax year. See Alien Taxation – Certain Essential Concepts for a summary of some rules that apply to resident and nonresident aliens. Electronic Filing (e-file) Taxpayers with an AGI (Adjusted Gross Income) within a specified threshold can electronically file their tax return for free using Free File. Taxpayers with an AGI
greater than the specified threshold can either use the Free File Fillable Forms or e-file by purchasing commercial software. A limited number of companies provide software that can accommodate foreign addresses. To determine which will work best for you, get help choosing a software provider. Determining Residency Filing Requirements and
Filing Status Income Deductions Credits Other Taxes Forms Resources/Help Page Last Reviewed or Updated: 27-Jul-2022 Implosion: Never Lose Hope follows the story of Jake, a human survivor of a cataclysmic event that nearly wiped out humanity twenty years ago. After an alien race invaded and started busting up Earth, a small contingent of
humans narrowly made it off the planet in time to escape to the relative safety of life in space.Catching us up to the present, humanity has technologically advanced and can fight back using the latest and greatest War-Mech series III: incredible mechas piloted by an elite team that serves as humanity's last hope against the alien aggressors. The story
is standard sci-fi stuff and isn't amazing or innovative, but it is vastly helped by a great cast of voice actors and a stellar full orchestral score.The story is standard sci-fi stuff and isn't amazing or innovative, but it is vastly helped by a great cast of voice actors and a stellar full orchestral score.I'm not playing this game for the story, though; I'm here for
the action and Implosion delivers on that front in spades. This mobile-native title's touch controls are some of the best I've used in a long time. On the left side, you've got a virtual joystick to control your movement, and on the right side you've got a series of virtual buttons to activate your combat commands. The primary command you'll use is Strike,
which activates your mecha's sword by tapping it. A series of taps using Strike will dole out rapid light attacks, but periodically you'll see a faint purple hue over your character, indicating that a tap timed with the purple glow will activate a heavy attack.Source: Rachel Mogan / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Rachel Mogan / Android
Central)The combat system isn't overly complex, but it can be a lot more rewarding if you work on your timing instead of just straight button-mashing to deliver more effective combos. You've also got a button to dodge roll out of danger, which requires a cool down after three consecutive dodges, and a button for a more powerful special ability that
needs to be charged up to use.The combat manages to stay fresh thanks to a deep customization system.I was a little worried that the gameplay would start to feel repetitive after a while, but Implosion has yet another ace up its sleeve in that department: a surprisingly deep customization system. It's actually not very well explained (a small tick in the
Cons column), but you can configure the heck out of your mecha. To get the most out of this system, you'll need to find special crafting fragments around the world, some of which are only obtainable on specific levels and while playing certain difficulties. My point being, there's more there to uncover if you're willing to put in a little extra legwork to
find it. I won't spoil anything, but eventually you'll also be able to unlock other mechas that have different abilities and attack styles.Graphically speaking, the opening cutscene is so beautifully animated, I would have happily watched an entire anime of it. I got an extra shock after I started researching the game a bit more and realized it was released
all the way back in 2015 (though initially on iOS — the Android port arrived in 2017). The game still looks great now, so I imagine it would have blown my mind if I had been able to play it when it came out.Source: Rachel Mogan / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Rachel Mogan / Android Central)Beyond the cutscenes, the game still looks very
good on mobile. The in-game animations are smooth, from walking to heated combat, and so far I haven't experienced any lag even when the screen is packed to the gills with enemies. The animations on the warmechs are particularly satisfying when combined with the audio design. It really makes you feel like you're piloting a big, heavy mech, which
is a welcome touch. Nobody wants to feel like they weigh as much as a marshmallow when you're supposed to be a one-man metal terror. Enemy and environmental designs are nothing to write home about, but they do their job of creating an immersive sci-fi world, which is good enough for me.The ranged weapon attack is one of the clunkier
mechanics, tending to feel slow and awkward to aim.I do, however, have two gripes with the game, one of which is not unique to Implosion. I'm the kind of person who finds it incredibly difficult to focus on gameplay and spoken or written dialogue at the same time. Unfortunately for me, Implosion just loves to throw you into a fight and then have your
NPCs start talking to you over your commlink. My options in these situations are to run away or dodge around in circles to try and actually focus on what's being said, which is occasionally important to the story or combat scenario. Alternatively, I just have to play through the dialogue and hope I didn't miss anything vital.My other small complaint is
that I found the ranged weapon attack, in particular, to be on the clunkier side. I'm not one to favor ranged combat in the first place, but it becomes more necessary the further you make it into the game to diversify your approach and be more strategic, especially with some of the bosses and mini-bosses. To activate your ranged weapon, you have to
hold down and drag your Strike button in the direction of what you're shooting at, which will activate an automatic firing mechanic as long as you have ammo. It's not a horrible system, but it felt too slow and too awkward to aim for me to use it much.Source: Rachel Mogan / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Rachel Mogan / Android Central)The
tutorial and first few missions are free to play, but after that it's $1.99 to purchase the rest of the game. This is a decently sized experience though, with a main campaign that could easily last you anywhere between eight to 10 hours. If you were aiming to land all of the achievements, you might even be able to tack a couple of extra hours onto
that.Implosion: Never Lose Hope is well worth its cost, and is a rare example of a mobile game that was deemed "good enough" to get a console port to the Nintendo Switch. I've watched a few videos of the Switch port though, and I have to say, it looks better on mobile, especially if you've got a phone with killer screen like the Samsung Galaxy S21. It
also costs less on mobile, so I would highly recommend picking up this title in its original format if you can. This action-packed indie is yet another example of Rayark knocking it out of the park and after Cytus II and now Implosion, it's safe to say that I'll be watching out for future Rayark titles like a hawk.
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